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Taxi drivers report ‘ghost passengers’ in area devastated by 2011 tsunami
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By Hideaki Ishibashi

Asahi Shimbun Senior Staff Wilter

n early summer 2011, a taxi

driver had a mysterious

encounter in Ishinomaki,
Miyagi Prefecture, a town devas-
tated by a tsunami a few months
earlier.

A woman, wearing an unseason-
ably heavy coat, climbed into his cab
near Ishinomaki Station.

“Please go to Minamihama,” she
said, instructing the driver to go to
a coastal neighborhood.

The driver, in his 50s, asked her,
“That area is basically a vacant lot,
Are you sure?”

The woman replied in a quavering
voice, “Have I died?”

Shocked at the question, the driver
turned and looked at the back seat.
No one was there,

A university senior majoring in

RUDSHIBREDORT=201153A308.

Humaom

(W) 2B TAENNE TR@ES A=
20150128, WAMREDBLPRL

The Asafe Shembun
sociology included the encounter in
her graduation thesis, in which
seven taxi drivers reported carrying
“ghost passengers” following the
March 2011 Great East Japan
Earthquake and tsunami.

Yuka Kudo, 22, of Tohoku Gakuin
University in Sendai, is one of seven
students taking a seminar class
which looked into spiritual experi-
ences of survivors of the disaster
which killed 15,894 people and left
2,561 missing.

Kudo traveled to Ishinomaki
every week during her junior year
to ask taxi drivers waiting for fares
if they'd had any unusual experi-
ences after the disaster.

She quizzed more than 100 driv-
ers. Many ignored her. Some became
angry. However, seven drivers
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n,g'motl to recount their mysterious
experiences.

One of the drivers, a man in his
40s, recalled a time when a man who
looked to be in his 20s got into his
taxi. When the driver looked in the
rearview mirror, the passenger,
dressed in a coat, had stretched out
his arm and was pointing forward.

The driver repeatedly asked the
man for his destination. Finally, the
passenger replied, “ Hiyoriyama,”
referring to a hill near the coast.
They set off, but when the cab
arrived the man had disappeared
from the vehicle.

The seven drivers accounts cannot
be easily dismissed as delusions or
fantasies. Each time a “passenger”
climbed in their cabs, the drivers
activated the meter, and records
show that the car was in use.

If disappearing passengers
weren't bad enough, drivers were
forced to pay the fares because the
ghosts were technically considered
“ree riders.”

Some of the drivers jotted down
their experiences in their logs. One
showed Kudo his driver’s report,
which noted that there was a fare
that went unpaid.

As the ‘ghosts” the drivers encoun-
tered were all youthful, some believe
they could be the spirits of victims

meet people they love. Wanting to
express their bitterness, they may
have chosen taxis, which are like pri-
vate rooms, as a medium to do so,”
Kudo said.

‘What impressed Kudo was that all
the drivers said they weren't afraid
of their ghost passengers, but held
them in reverence. They regarded
the encounters as important experi-
ences to be cherished.

The drivers said they felt the daily
sorrow of the residents of Ishino-
maki, where many people were killed
by the tsunami. One said that he lost
a family member in the disaster.

Another said: “It is not strange to
see a ghost (here). If I encounter a
ghost again, I will accept it as my

r‘”

Kudo is from Akita Prefecture,
which was not struck by the
tsunami. Before interviewing the
taxi drivers, she had only thought of
the victims as “thousands of people”
who had died in the disaster.

“ (Through the interviews) I
learned that the death of each victim
carries importance,”she said. “I want
to convey that (to other people).”

Kiyoshi Kanebishi, the professor
of environmental sociology who
supervised Kudo and her seminar
class, said he hoped by studying var-
ious spiritual experiences “we can
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